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This map portrays 
regional optical networks, 
in place or planned, by the higher 
education community, which in turn connect to 
national research optical infrastructures Internet2 and 
NLR, and to commercial Internet providers. Like their 
predecessors which gave birth to the public Internet and devel-
opment of the first commercial Internet providers in the eighties, 
these infrastructures are test beds for new network technologies and 
applications, a powerful resource for the national broadband strategy.
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